
Land and     

Ecosystem 

Degradation and 

Desertification 

(LEDD) 

- The international policy 

perspective - 

United Nations Convention  

to Combat Desertification 

HEALTHY SOIL FOR  

FUTURE GENERATIONS 

 

Mar. 18. 2014 



HEALTHY SOIL FOR  

FUTURE GENERATIONS 

 

Mar. 18. 2014 

1. Introduction 

2. Messages from UNCCD 

 2.1. Land Degradation Neutrality  

 2.2. Sustainable Development Goals 

 2.3. Land and Climate Change Adaptation 

3. Conclusion 



Subject HEALTHY SOIL FOR  

FUTURE GENERATIONS Introduction on UNCCD 

Mandate 

“… is to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought in 

countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, 

particularly in Africa, […] with a view to contributing to the 

achievement of sustainable development in affected areas.” 

Article 2 of the Convention 

"combating desertification" includes activities […] which are aimed at: 

(i)     prevention and/or reduction of land degradation; 

(ii)    rehabilitation of partly degraded land; and 

(iii)   reclamation of desertified land; 

Article 1 of the Convention 

An internationally binding convention -                                                                 
linking environment and development, focusing on Land (1992 in Rio) 

It complements the climate change and biodiversity 

conventions: climate, biodiversity and land 
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Rio+20 

the future we want 

 

Paragraphs 205-209 address DLDD issues 

 

206. (in its entirety)  

We recognize the need for urgent action to reverse 

land degradation.  

In view of this, we will strive to achieve a land-

degradation-neutral world in the context of 

sustainable development.  

This should act to catalyse financial resources from 

a range of public and private sources. 
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degradation neutrality 

mean? 

Negotiating trade-offs and 

leveraging synergies  

Optimize the delivery of 

nature’s services among 

competing sectors 
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Key: Adoption and scaling up of SLM practices 

• Improve agricultural yield 

• Abandoned agricultural land  

• Agroforestry, conservation agriculture,  

water harvesting, etc. 

• For governance and the application of the rights 

based approach 
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FUTURE GENERATIONS Sustainable land management 

(SLM) 



Modern agriculture  

has taken a heavy toll  

on land and soil resources  
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soil management and 

land use 

Land degradation neutrality is not only about improving 

ecosystem services and their benefits…but it is also about 

preventing economic losses. 
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Adaptation 

Climate is changing abnormally 

fast that could disrupt our 

livelihoods and security;  

from our economies and 

infrastructure to the social and 

ecological systems we depend on.  

Carbon as plant organic matter is 

sequestered in soils:  

• More than 4.5 times than plants 

and animals on earth, 

• More than 3.3 times than the 

atmosphere (source: Steiner, 2008) 

Land is vulnerable to climate 

change; Land degradation is 

exacerbated by climate change.  

Desertification and climate 

change can form a ‘feedback 

loop’  

Regardless of rich and poor, 

we, ‘all’, are affected by this 

vicious cycle between land 

degradation and climate 

change. 
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Agree on a land/soil target under the SDG framework, 

suggested in the food, water, energy  security, climate 

change and property rights potential SDGs , attending 

the following features 

• Local action 

• Standard methodologies 

• Multi-stakeholder participation – Government, Private 

Sector, CSOs, etc.  

• Multi-disciplinary approach - Inclusiveness  
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